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SUB J : BIOGRAPHIC DATA ON ALEXANDER FAIRLIE WIIEMANNE, SRI 
LANKAN AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE TO ITALY 

1 . AN ATTORNEY, WIJEMANNE IS MARRIED TO PRESIDENT IIMR. JAYE- 
WARDENE'S COUSIN; THEY HAVE THREE SONS AND ONE DAUGHTER. 

THE WIJEMANNES ARE BUDDHISTS, FRIENDLY TOWARD AMERICANS AND 
ENIOY SOCIALIZING WITH THEM. HE IS KNOWN FOR HIS PROFESSIONAL 
COMPETENCE AND GENIAL PERSONALITY. 

2. WIJEMANNE, WHO WAS BORN IN 1907, HAS PRACTICED LAW IN 
SRI LANKA SINCE COMPLETING HIS LAW STUDIES IN LONDON IN 1930. 
HISEARLIER EDUCATION WAS IN SRI LANKA. NO STRANGER TO PUBLIC 
LIFE, WIJEMANNE HAS BEEN AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE GOVERNING 
UNITED NATIONAL PARTY SINCE 1950. HE HAS SERVED IN THE 

SRI LANKA SENATE (1963-71) AND AS MINISTER OF JUSTICE, AND 
HAS REPRESENT AED SRI LANKA AT SEVERAL COMMONWEALTH PRIME 
MINISTERS' CONFERENCES IN LONDON. 

3. COMMENT: WIJEMANNE’S APPOINTMENT IF ANOTHER ADDITION TO 
THE LIST OF PRESIDENT JAYEWARDENE'S RELATIVES ELEVATED TO HIGH 
POSITION, A SRI LANKAN CUSTOM OBSERVED NO MATTER WHICH PARTY 
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IS IN POWER. GSL FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS DO NOT CONSIDER 
THAT HE WILL PROVIDE A STRONG REPRESENTATIONAL PERSONALITY 
IN ROME. 
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